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Minutes of the European Proteomics Association 

 
Meeting 3rd General Council 

 
Date and time: February 10, 2007 (10:00 to 17:00)  

 
Place: Valencia 

 
Participants: A) Country representatives 

Emøke BENDIXEN, Josef CHMELIK, Garry CORTHALS, Kari ESPOLIN FLADMARK, 
Concha GIL, Tamas JANAKI, Connie JIMÉNEZ, Friedrich LOTTSPEICH, Gyorgy MARKO-
VARGA, Ingrid MILLER, Steven PENNINGTON, Deborah PENQUE, Thiery RABILLOUD, 
Pier Giorgio RIGHETTI, Jean Charles SANCHEZ 
 
B) Members of Executive and Operation Committees, Guests 
Juan Pablo ALBAR, Juan CALVETE, Peter JAMES, Christian KLEINHAMMER, Helmut E. 
MEYER, Werner MOST 

Distribution Participants, Luca BINI, Mike DUNN, Ole JENSEN, Mathias UHLEN, Michael 
FOUNTOULAKIS, Tuula NYMAN, 

Agenda: 1. Minutes of the 2nd GC, September 3, 2005, in Siena  
2. General Remarks, additional issues : role of the Executive Committee; 

Supplement to Statutes covering non formally registered Proteomics Societies  
3. Operating Committees Reports on Status & Plans  

CCC activities: 
Web site 
Journal of Proteomics (JOP) 
Future EuPA meetings (2010 and 2011 meetings); 
Proteomics Working Groups Databank as a EuPA resource? 
Educational Committee 
Proposal of Prof. K. K. Unger: Educational Programme in Liquid Chromatography 
for Proteomics 
HUPO-Interactions Committee  
Funding Committee 

4.   Implication of EuPA in the EU program "temporal and spatial proteomics to study 
biological processes relevant to human health" 
5.    Next EuPA conferences  
6.    Other issues, next GC meeting(s)  

 
 

 
����    Please distr ibute these minutes within your  organisation. 

 

 

1. Minutes of the 2nd GC, September 3, 2006, in Siena 

The minutes were approved. 
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2. General issues 

Activities of the Executive Committee: According to EuPA's General Rules and the Statutes, the 
main responsibilities of the Inner Executive Committee (present members: M. Dunn, C. Gil, F. 
Lottspeich, J.-C. Sanchez and S. Pennington) comprise: 
 

·  Elaboration of an annual budget plan for each accounting year, accounting and 
preparation of an annual report; 

·  Preparation, invitation und conduction of the General Meeting; 
·  Performance of the resolutions of the General Meeting; 
·  All appropriate steps for administration; 
·  Representation of the Society with respect to third parties; 
·  Preparation of the Annual Report on the activities of EuPA, 
·  Edition of the program of the annual activities. 
 

Following to legal registration and an available balance arising from the first recently collected 
membership fees the Inner Executive Committee is now in the position to conduct its role. In 
practical terms, coordination of the necessary tasks will take place primarily by conference calls in a 
2-monthly schedule (�  FL/CK). According to S. Pennington, the Skype software provides a 
recommendable internet based tool.  
 
Adaptation of EuPA membership requirements (§4 (1) of the Statutes): Given the intention to 
comprehensively represent European Proteomics research, EuPA membership is open for National 
Proteomics Associations which are organisationally linked to a mother Society which has the status 
of a legal entity. In the hypothetical case that more than one Proteomics Society should exist in a 
particular country it is at first up to these Societies to resolve the situation, i. e., to follow the rule 
"one country – one vote". Still persisting questions will be handled by the GC; the General Rules 
will be adapted appropriately (�  CK).  
 
The GC decided unanimously to supplement §4(1) of the Statutes as follows: 
 

(1) Regular Membership 
 
a) Proteomics-organisations wishing to acquire full membership with full voting rights must fulfil 
the following requirements: 
 
- Proteome research has to be the main activity of the organisation; 
- They have to be a legal entity on their own or as part of a mother Society, according to the law of 
the country of origin. 

 
Next elections: C. Kleinhammer will prepare a resolution on this issue for the 4th GC (�  CK). It 
has to take into account EuPA's inauguration date and the timing which was passed by the 1st GC in 
Zurich: 
 

·  Officers will hold posts for 3 years. Changing of the President, the Vice President and the 
Coordinator posts shall be staged with an overlap of 1 year for the President and 6 months for 
the vice president and coordinators, respectively, so that some knowledge transfer is possible. 
 
The officers cannot hold the same post for consecutive terms. 
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3. Operation Committee reports on status and plans 

The individual presentations will be collected and distributed separately (� CK).  
 
3.1. EuPA-HUPO Interactions (C. Jiménez) 
 
The Committee met in Siena and at the occasion of the 5th HUPO Conference in Long Beach. The 
initial coordination attempts with HUPO showed first steps for a closer linkage of the HUPO 
initiatives with the European Proteomics Community. In fact, these initiatives are open for all 
Proteomics research groups. Another result is the agreement between EuPA and HUPO on the 
selection process of the HUPO 2011 Conference site. 
 
An issue requiring clarification is the relation between HUPO and EuPA memberships where 
HUPO members are individuals and EuPA members are National Societies. The Committee is 
asked to work out a proposal for resolution for the 4th GC, in December.  
 
The Committee will make a proposal for the presence and presentation of EuPA at the 7th HUPO 
World Conference in Amsterdam, August 2008. J.-C. Sanchez offers support by the CCC. 
 
2 members of the Committee retired so that 2 nominations are needed. M. Dunn will be grateful for 
proposals. 
 
 
3.2 Education (C. Gil) 
 
The presentation of K. Unger by which he offered to organize an Educational Program in Liquid 
Chromatography in Proteomics was highly appreciated. The main objective is to hold a master 
course at a University (Lund or Utrecht are considered actually). The Swedish Proteomics Society 
already had announced to support this activity. The Educational Committee will take the 
appropriate steps in order to integrate the Liquid Chromatography Course into their planning. 
 
In general, the Educational Committee plans for tutorial ("teach the teacher") und student 
courses/workshops. Guidelines defining the requirements for a "EuPA"-course are published on the 
EuPA-site. All documentation which is generated for a EuPA-course is made public there too. F. 
Lottspeich proposed to direct special attention of the Committee to support courses in countries 
which entered the Proteomics field rather recently. 
 
The 2007 DGPF Proteomics Summer School planned again to take place in August in 
Bressanone/Italy will be a joined EuPA/DGPF-activity: each member country is asked to select 2 
students as participants. Regarding Laboratory Networking, the Educational Committee prepares a 
call addressed to all EuPA members asking for applications of laboratories which would like to host 
guest students and for persons interested to become engaged as a Proteomics trainer.  
 
P. James has achieved further progress with regard to the presentation of important working 
procedures (including the corresponding power points) in the non-subscription area of the web 
pages of the 3 major journals.  
 
The plans for the Tutorial Program and the other presented activities were approved by all GC 
members. Applications for EU funding are in preparation and should be coordinated with activities 
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which are under consideration in the Funding Committee aiming at long term general support for 
EuPA in future calls within the 7th FW Program. 
 
 
3.3 Funding (S. Pennington) 
 
Membership fee collection has resulted in a balance of 3.700 Euro on the EuPA account so far 
indicating that about 85% of the expected fee for ca. 2.200 individuals represented by the EuPA 
members has been transferred. A budget plan will be presented at the 4th GC. The German tax office 
denied the Charity-status to EuPA using formal reasons. This decision will be reviewed by the 
lawyer who supported the legal registration. J. Celis should be asked if and how FEBS has resolved 
this issue (� CK). 
 
Major tasks of the Committee consist in the development of a fund raising strategy towards 
companies and in building up a network to EU authorities by which eventually a tailor-made 
support for EuPA can be achieved. M. Ueffing is familiar with EU authorities in Brussels and will 
help to introduce EuPA there. In the long term, arguments for EU funding have to be compiled, e. g. 
the EuPA support will lead to a strategic vision on what Proteomics are able to achieve for the 
European Community in global competition. Such aspects could still shape the (not yet issued) 3rd 
call within the 7th FW program. As the short term focus, it seems to be more promising to address 
educational and networking activities with applications for EU funds. These aspects, comprising the 
definition of a unique selling point ("Framework for Proteomics Education on all Levels"), should 
be coordinated with the Educational Committee. 
 
 
3.4. Congress & Communication Committee (J.-C. Sanchez) 
 
Website (www.EuPA.org): The EuPA site is working quite well and offers a lot of very useful 
functionalities. It is up to the EuPA members to provide useful and attractive content (e. g. Job 
offers, national conventions and educational activities, etc.) for the Proteomics Community. All 
EuPA members should be present on the EuPA-site and any feedback on the website or questions 
should be addressed directly to Christine Hoogland. 
 
Publication organ for  EuPA: The Committee negotiated a draft of a contract with Elsevier aiming 
at the edition of a new journal as the official EuPA Journal. The intended partnership would EuPA 
give visibility, create a continuous income for EuPA and provide a communication platform for 
EuPA. The Committee proposed Jean-Daniel Tissot, Lausanne, as the first Editor in Chief.  
 
The Committee obtained the authorisation to finalize the contract with Elsevier by a ballot in which 
the concept was approved with large majority, under the provision that all EuPA members get the 
opportunity to propose candidates for the Editor in Chief position. The deadline for such 
nominations was set as 3rd of March, 2007. 
 
EuPA Meetings 2008, 2009 and subsequent years:  
 

·  2008: End of August, at the occasion of the 7th HUPO World Conference in Amsterdam 
·  2009: June, in Stockholm, hosted by Swedish, Norwegian, Finnish and Danish Societies 
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·  2010: candidature is open. The Portuguese and the British Proteomics Society 
announced to organize the 4th EuPA Conference together in Estoril/Lissabon. The Czech 
Proteomics Association is interested in this meeting too. Decision will be prepared for 
the 4th GC (December 2007, see below). 

 
·  2011: The conference site will be determined in mutual agreement between EuPA und 

HUPO where EuPA will make the proposal. Bids for the 2011 Joined EuPA/HUPO 
Conference must consider 2 000 to 3 000 participants. HUPO expects the proposal early 
in 2008. 
 
J.-C. Sanchez as the Coordinator of the CCC should be informed by the Dutch 
Proteomics Association about details of the arrangements with HUPO for the 7th HUPO 
World Conference in Amsterdam which are of relevance for the planning of the Joined 
Meeting in 2011. 
 

4th GC: A large majority of EuPA members voted for the Annual Meeting of the Swiss Proteomics 
Society, December 2007 in Lausanne, as the most suitable opportunity to locate the 4th GC. 
 
Bids for the EuPA Conferences in 2010 and 2011 are requested now giving sufficient time for 
appropriate preparation of the decisions at the occasion of the 4th GC. The CCC will send out the 
deadline for these bids. 
 
Proteomics-Expertise Database: All EuPA members are invited to test and to utilize this tool, thus 
extending the content from German up to the European level. Depending on the general acceptance, 
the database will be shaped to EuPA-design at a later stage. The URL: www.proteomics-
expertise.de.The database will be linked to the EuPA site and announced in Practical Proteomics 
(�  CK).  
 
3.5. European Relations Committee 
 
The position of the Coordinator is still open.  
 
 
4. Task list 

·  Preparation of 2-monthly Inner Executive Committee conference calls (�  FL/CK) 
·  Adaptation of the General Rules regarding more than one Proteomics Society in a 

particular country (hypothetically) (�  CK)  
·  Preparation of a resolution on the date of the next elections at the 4th GC (�  CK) 
·  Distribution of the presentations held during the 3rd GC (�  CK) 
·  Announcement of the Proteomics-Expertise Database (EuPA-site, Practical Proteomics) 

(�  CK) 
·  announcement of national activities on the EuPA website (�  All) 

 
 
Christian Kleinhammer 


